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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
69  High  Street, 
Salfron  Walden. 

September,  1952. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  meningococcal  infections,  acute  poliomyelitis,  or  measles 
during  the  year,  although  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  that  occurred 
was  unusually  high. 

A  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign  was  conducted  during  the 
spring  and  early  summer  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  was  again  nine.  (7 
pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary  in  1951  and  8  pulmonary  and  1  non- 
pulmonary  in  1950).  Two  deaths  were  again  due  to  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  but  there  were  only  two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  compared  with  four  in  1950. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the 

year. 

A  number  of  cases  of  ringworm  again  occurred  amongst  school 
children  in  one  of  the  villages  and  various  methods  of  dealing  with  this 
trouble  have  been  considered. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Council’s  Officers,  and,  in  particular,  my  predecessor.  Dr.  S.  R. 
Richardson,  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
help  and  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

IRENE  M.  CONWAY  HASTILOW, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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D.P.H.,  D.C.H.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G.  (Appointed  10/3/51). 

Secretary: 

Mrs  M.  Ledgerton  (Appointed  19/3/51). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 
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STATISnCS  OF  niK  ARFA  FOR  THE  Y  EAR  1951 


Area:  78,585  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  Gencrars  estimate):  17,540. 

Number  of  inliabited  liouses  (December,  1951)  according  to  Rate  Books: 
5,618. 

Rateable  value:  £76.445.  Product  of  penny  rale:  £309. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

total 

(Legitimate 

Live  Births  ] 

136 

115 

251 

f  Illegitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Still  Births 

4 

2 

6 

Deaths 

129 

114 

243 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population: 

15.2. 

4  • 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population:  13.8. 

Death  from  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion:  1. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year:  5. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age:  4. 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births:  19.2. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  no 
deaths  of  infants  under  two  years  of  age  occurred  from  diarrhoea. 

Nine  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notirted  during  1951.  (7  pulmonary 
and  2  non-pulmonary).  There  were  2  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  2  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  year. 
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DEAlilS  I  ROM  ALL  CAUSES  1951 


Cause  ol'  Dcalli  M.  F. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  0  2 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  1  1 

Syphlitic  disease  .  0  0 

Diphtheria  .  0  0 

Whooping  Cough  .  0  0 

Meningococcal  infections  .  0  0 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .  0  0 

Measles  .  0  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  0  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  6  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  2  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  0  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  0  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .  17  14 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . * .  0  0 

Diabetes  .  1  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems  .  14  22 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  17  8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  4  3 

Other  heart  disease  .  19  19 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  6  3 

Influenza  . ; .  5  6 

Pneumonia  .  4  5 

Bronchitis  .  4  8 

Other  diseases  of  repiratory  system  .  2  0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  2  0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  0  0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis .  1  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  1  0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  0  1 

Congenital  malformations  .  1  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  12  8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  3  0 

All  other  accidents  .  4  1 

Suicide  .  3  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  0  0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Service — Bacteriological  Service:  The  district  is  served 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

Ambulance  Facilities:  A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is  prov¬ 
ided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  ambulance  station  is  at 
SalYron  Walden  and  is  on  the  telephone,  but  as  the  driver  and  attendant 
may  be  away  from  the  station  answering  a  call,  persons  requiring  an 
ambulance  are  advised  to  dial  “999”  and  ask  for  an  ambulance.  Where 
there  is  no  dialing  system  it  is  sufficient  to  lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for 
an  ambulance. 

Non-emergency  calls  are  only  accepted  from  a  hospital,  a  doctor  or 
nurse,  or  other  competent  person  such  as  a  duly  authorised  officer  in  the 
Mental  Health  Service. 

Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery:  These  services  are  carried 
out  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives  resident  in  the  area. 

Domestic  Help  Service:  Applications  for  dorhestic  help  should  be 
made  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex,  75  Springfield  Road, 
Chelmsford,  Essex. 

Health  Visitors:  There  are  three  Health  Visitors  working  in  the  Rural 
District. 

Care  of  Expectant  Mothers:  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the  1st, 
3rd  and  5th  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  69  High  Street,  Saffron  Walden. 

Care  of  children  up  to  school  age:  Child  Welfare  sessions  are  held  at 
Newport.  Debden  and  Stansted,  as  well  as  at  Saffron  Walden.  Children 
are  immunised  against  diphtheria  at  all  clinics.  Vaccinations  are  not  car¬ 
ried  out  at  the  clinics  as  a  routine,  but  are  performed  by  the  family 
doctor. 

Care  of  School  Children:  Regular  School  Medical  Inspections  are 
carried  out  at  all  schools.  Children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria  with 
the  consent  of  their  parents. 

Hospitals:  The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  provide  medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hos¬ 
pitals  which  serve  the  population  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District  are 
those  in  Saffron  Walden,  Cambridge  and  Bishop’s  Stortford. 

Chest  Clinics  are  available  for  the  population  of  the  Saffron  Walden 
Rural  District:  one  at  Saffron  Walden  General  Hospital,  one  at  Castle 
Hill,  Cambridge,  and  one  at  Haymeads  Hospital,  Bishop’s  Stortford. 

Treatment  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  provided  at  the  Clinics  at 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  Haymeads  Hospital,  Bishop’s 
Stortford. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECI  IOCS  DISEASE 


Notiflabie  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis) 


Whooping  Cough  .  47 

Scarlet  Fever  .  11 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Infective  Hepatitis  .  1 

Measles  .  281 


Pneumonia  ... 
Dysentery 
Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever  . 


22 

3 

1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

AGE  PERIOD  Pulmonary  Non- pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non -pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

1  to  5  years  .  1  I 

5  to  15  „  .  1 

15  to  25  „  .  1 

25  to  35  .  2  1 

35  to  45  „  . 

45  to  55  „  11  2 

55  to  65  „  1 

65  upwards  . 


Non-notiIiab!e  Infectious  Diseases 

54  cases  of  Influenza,  2  cases  of  Scabies,  102  cases  of  Mumps.  9 
cases  of  Ringworm  and  107  cases  of  Chicken-pox  were  notified  during 
1951  by  the  schools. 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1951  was  118,  while  130 
others  were  in  course  of  construction.  The  number  of  houses  erected  by 
private  enterprise  was  12. 

In  selecting  tenants  for  the  houses  built  by  the  Council  the  policy  of 
dealing  with  each  case  on  its  merits  was  maintained,  due  regard  being 
given  to  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

The  problem  of  providing  drainage  for  Council  houses  in  course 
of  construction  was  one  which  again  received  a  good  deal  of  consider¬ 
ation.  Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  construct¬ 
ion  of  small  disposal  works  for  these  sites. 
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TYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

(in  parts  per  million) 


Kochfords 

Works 

Bright 

Nil 

less  than  3 

Nil 

7.1 

30 

600 

400 

19 

260 

335 

260 

75 

5.4 

less  than 

0.01 

0.000 

0.000 

0.05 

Absent 

Absent 

Staasted 

Works 

Bright 

Nil 

less  than  3 
Nil 

7.2 

22 

560 

375 

18 

245 

310 

245 

65 

5.6 

less  than 

0.01 

0.005 

0.000 

0.05 

Absent 

Absent 

Linton 

Works 

Bright 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.1 

15 

520 

350 

15 

205 

280 

205 

75 

4.2 

less  than 

0.01 

0.000 

0.000 

0.00 

Absent 

Absent 

Wendcn 

Works 

Bright 

Nil 

less  than  3 
Faintly 
Chlorinous 
7.2 

22 

550 

370 

16 

240 

310 

240 

70 

4.0 

Absent 

0.000 

0.000 

0.00 

0.25 

Absent 

j 

Hcnliam 

Works 

Bright 

less  than  10 
Nil 

Nil 

7.1 

31 

540 

360 
'  15 

270 

310 

270 

40 

0.0 

less  than 
0.01 

0.023 

0.000 

0.20 

Absent 

Iron — 0.28 

Newport 

Works 
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less  than  3 
Nil 

7.1 

31 

600 

400 

21 
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330 

270 

60 

6.4 

less  than 
0.01 

0.12 

0.000 

0.00 

0.20 

Absent 

Hempstead 

Works 

Bright 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.1 

31 

550 

370 

15 

270 

310 

270 

40 

2.4 

less  than 
0.01 

0.000 

0.000 

0.00 
Absent 
Iron — less 
than  0.03 
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Bacteriological  Examinations:  All  supplies  were  sampled  regularly 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  where  reports  proved  unsatisfactory 
immediate  action  was  taken. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Councirs  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  S.  Y. 
Molineux),  who  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  main  water  sup¬ 
plies.  for  the  following  report: 

Water:  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the  public 
supplies  showed  that  the  water  both  in  quantity  and  quality  continued 
to  be  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  Southern  area. 

With  regard  to  the  Southern  Area,  complaints  are  still  received 
regarding  the  unpleasant  quality  of  the  water,  due  to  the  dead  ends  in 
the  area.  Flushing  is  carried  out  periodically  in  an  endeavour  to  improve 
the  situation,  but  unfortunately  owing  to  the  limited  pumping  capacity 
in  this  area,  flushing  cannot  be  carried  out  as  frequently  as  could  be 
desired. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal:  The  operation  of  the  sewers  at 
Stansted  and  Newport  continues  to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  starting  date 
for  the  temporary  improvements  proposed  at  Stansted  Sewage  Works 
has  been  postponed  until  the  1st  March.  1952.  Small  Disposal  Works 
constructed  in  connection  with  housing  sites  at  Berden,  Clavering  and 
Ashdon  have  been  completed  and  are  working  satisfactorily. 
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CIRCULARS,  ETC.,  RECEIV  ED 

DURING  THE  YEAR,  1951 

Circular 

No. 

ritle 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

8/.M 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1947 — 1951. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

i:/.5i 

1  he  Sanitary  Oflicers  (Outside  Lort- 
don)  Regulations,  1935.  The  .Sani¬ 
tary  Oflicers  Order,  1926.  Medical 
OHicers  of  Health  Salaries.  Award 
of  Industrial  Court. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

23;-5i 

Civil  Defence  Act,  1948.  Duties  of 
Local  Authorities  in  relation  to  ; — 
(i)  Casualty  Services  and  (ii)  Public 
Health  in  time  of  War. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

27/51 

Medical  Oflicers  of  Health  and  .Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors — Procedure  for  fill¬ 
ing  vacancies  in  these  ollices. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

28/51 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Modification  of 
previous  definition  and  introduction 
of  new  form  of  notification. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

29/51 

Regional  Organisation — Revised  Ar¬ 
rangements. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

32/51 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Wel¬ 
fare  Services  for  handicapped  per¬ 
sons  other  than  the  blind  and 
partially  sighted. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

33/51 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 
and  Food  Poisoning.  Model  Form 
to  be  adopted. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

37/51 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Nat¬ 
ional  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951.  Removal  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

42/51 

Preparation  of  Annual  Reports  of 
Medical  Oflicers  of  Health  for  1951. 
Form  572  (Revised). 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular 

MF5/.5I 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 
Approved  Oxidising  and  Preservat¬ 
ive  Agents. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular 

MF9/5I 

The  Cream  (Revocation)  Order  1951. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MFII/.51 

The  Dried  Egg  (Control  of  U.se) 
(Revocation)  Order,  1951. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF  l.‘'/5l 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regu- 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MFI6/51  lations,  1937  &  1948.  Grand  Duchy 

of  Luxemburg  and  Republic  of 
Italy. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF18/5I  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  19.51. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF19/.5I  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Approved  Oxidising  and  Preserv¬ 
ative  Agents. 
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Circular  No. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF20/51 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MCb?/.*!! 


Statutory 

Instrument, 

1951 

No.  67 

Statutory 

Statutory 

Instrument, 

Instrument, 

L951 

1951 

No.  593 
No.  755 

Statutory 

Instruments, 

1951 

No.  928 

Statutory 

Instruments, 

1951 

No.  1022 

Statutory 

Instrument, 

1951 

No.  1036 

Statutory 

Instrument, 

1951 

No.  1081 

Statutory 

Instrument, 

1951 

No.  1846 

The  Central  Council  for  Flealth 
Education  Circular  Letter. 
12.1.51 

The  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  Circular  Letter. 
25.5.51. 


Title 

Dogs  in  Food  Shops,  Restaurants, 
etc. 

Food  and  Drugs,  England.  The  Ice 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Amendment  Regulations,  1951. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Amendment  Regulations,  1951. 

The  Cream  (Revocation)  Order. 

The  Civil  Defence  (Designation  of  the 
Minister  of  Health  and  the  Min¬ 
ister  of  Local  Government  &  Town 
Planning)  Order,  1951. 

The  Dried  Egg  (Control  of  Use) 
(Revocation)  Order,  1951. 

The  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  Lon¬ 
don)  Regulations,  1951. 

The  Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regu¬ 
lation,  1951. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations 
1951. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Mater¬ 
ials  Regulations,  1951. 

Safe  Food  Campaigns. 

New  treatment  of  an  existing  poster, 

re  infection  from  flies. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR,  1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department  for  the  year  1951. 

The  text  and  accompanying  statistics  in  each  section  reveal  the 
varied  and  multifarious  duties  which  are  undertaken  all  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  are  concerned  in  the  maintenance  and  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  area. 

At  the  present  time  emphasis  and  priority  must  necessarily  be  given 
to  the  subject  of  Housing,  in  all  its  forms,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the 
advantages  which  accrue  from  combining  the  duties  of  my  office  with 
that  of  Housing  Officer,  and  the  co-ordination  of  rehousing  with  action 
under  the  Housing  Acts  to  bring  about  improvement  or  demolition  of 
sub-standard  properties. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  food  hygiene  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  recent  increase  in  technical  staff  will  enable  this  important 
work  to  be  given  the  attention  it  merits. 

The  confidence  and  support  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Public  Health  and  Tenancy  Committees  and  all  members 
of  the  Council  are  greatly  appreciated.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  colleagues 
for  their  outstanding  co-operation. 

I  should  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  to 
me  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  who  arc  daily  called  upon  to  use  the 
utmost  tact,  discretion  and  impartiality  in  connection  with  their  duties. 

1  am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARMES, 

August,  1952  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
for  the  year  1951 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Inspections  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Department  totalled  3,160 
and  details  as  to  the  nature  of  these  inspections  are  given  below;- 

Housing  Inspections  and  Revisits  in  respect  of  Repairs,  Overcrowd¬ 
ing,  etc .  429 

Investigations  and  re-inspections  regarding  Council  House  appli¬ 
cations  .  1,201 

Inspections  of  Council  Houses  regarding  cleanliness,  management, 

lodgers,  etc .  117 

Inspections  of  Requisitioned  Properties  regarding  management, 

repairs,  schedules  of  condition,  etc .  55 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Public  Health  Nuisances  .  48 

Inspections  of  premises  infested  with  vermin,  etc.  .  24 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  .  56 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Destruction  (not  including  Oper¬ 
ator’s  Visits)  .  27 

Inspections  of  Dairies  .  16 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  .  10 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  .  53 

Inspections  of  Food  shops,  etc .  24 

Inspections  of  Factories  .  16 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises .  29 

Investigations  regarding  proposed  new  drainage  .  149 

Inspections  in  connection  with  defective  drainage  .  128 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection  and 

Salvage  .  181 

Inspections  in  connection  with  private  water  supplies  .  18 

Number  of  water  samples  collected  from  main  supplies  .  476 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Moveable  Dwellings  .  36 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  67 
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INSPECl  ION  OF  FACrORIES 


Particulars  of  premises  registered  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
inspections  made  and  action  taken  are  as  follows: 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


PREMISES 

'  Number 
on 

Register 

t 

Number  of 

Inspectiont 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier! 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  . 

31 

7 

1 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  . 

59 

19 

1 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth- 

ority  (excluding  out-workers  pre- 

mises)  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

96 

26 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 

of  cases 

Found 

Remed¬ 

ied 

Referred 

toH.M.  1  byH.M. 

1  Inspec-  1  Inspec¬ 
tor  1  tor 

prosecu¬ 
tions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1)  . 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.3)  . 

— • 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  out-workers)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

One  applieation  for  a  Certificate  of  Satisfactory  Means  of  Escape 
in  case  of  Fire  was  dealt  with  and  the  works  required  to  satisfy  the 
Council’s  requirements  were  carried  out  before  the  Certificate  was  issued. 
The  valuable  advice  and  assistance  given  in  this  connection  by  the  Fire 
Prevention  Officer  of  the  Essex  County  Council  is  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledged. 

One  new  bakehouse  was  erected  to  replace  unsatisfactory  premises, 
thus  complying  with  the  Council’s  requirements. 
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HOUSING 


(a)  Council  Houses 

The  Council’s  building  programme  continued  steadily  throughout 
the  year;  the  Ministry’s  quota  being  allocated  to  the  parishes  showing 
the  greatest  need  insofar  as  this  was  possible  as  regards  site  availability, 
etc. 


Up  to 

During 

Total  at 

31.12.50 

year  1951 

31. 12.51 

Post-war  Council  houses  erected 

210 

118 

328 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

50 

— 

50 

Totals  . 

260 

118 

378 

Hutments  converted . 

11 

_ 

11 

Post-war  Private  houses  erected 

72 

12 

84 

Council  houses  under  construction 

at  31st  Dec., 

1951:  130. 

The  Department  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  investigation 
of  housing  circumstances  of  each  applicant  and  presentation  of  cases 
to  the  Tenancy  Committee  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that  such  a 
system  has  proved  satisfactory.  It  enables  each  case  to  be  considered 
on  merit  and,  although  it  entails  somewhat  piplonged  meetings  of  the 
Committee,  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  more  flexible  than  a  hard  and 
fast  “points  scheme.”  The  voluntary  and  painstaking  work  carried  out 
by  the  Tenancy  Committee,  (Chairman:  J.  H.  Plumb,  Esq.)  can  be 
appreciated  when  it  is  recalled  that  during  the  year  under  review  19 
meetings  were  held  to  select  tenants  for  163  houses  constructed  or  be¬ 
coming  vacant. 

The  up-to-date  information  regarding  applicants  proved  of  great 
value  in  assessing  the  housing  needs  of  each  parish,  the  sites  required 
for  future  housing  and  the  type  of  house  plans  needed  to  meet  the  needs 
of  applicants. 

A  summary  of  Housing  Requirements  (based  upon  applications  and 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey)  as  presented  to  the  Council  early  in  1952  is 
given  overleaf. 

The  table  which  is  kept  constantly  up-to-date  is  analysed  so  as 
to  indicate  the  need  of  each  parish  so  enabling  the  Council  to  allocate 
houses  according  to  the  needs  of  each  village.  It  should  be  noted  that, 
despite  the  continuous  building  programme,  the  number  of  “Priority 
Cases”  is  constantly  being  increased  by  the  receipt  of  new  applications 
and  changes  in  the  circumstances  of  those  families  already  on  the  waiting 
list. 


The  figures  do  not  take  into  account  the  36  applications  from  per¬ 
sons  employed  at  Stansted  Airport  (by  the  Ministry  of  Civil  Aviation 
and  other  employers).  Preliminary  approaches  were  made  during  the 
year  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  special  allocation  of  houses  to  meet  this 
exceptional  need,  but  little  progress  in  this  connection  has  been  made. 
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SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  REQUIREMENTS 


1.  Total  number  of  applications  received  .  584 

2.  Non-Priority  cases .  302 

3.  Priority  Cases: 

(a)  Overcrowded  or  “Bedroom  deliciency”  .  63 

(b)  Sharing  houses  .  114 

(c)  Bad  housing  conditions .  29 

(d)  Occupying  requisitioned  properties  .  24 

(e)  Awaiting  Marriage  .  16' 

(f)  Medical  priorities  .  7 

(g)  Court  Orders  for  Possession  .  2 

(h)  Approved  farmers  applications  for  additional  workers  27 


Total  number  of  Priority  Cases  .  282 

Deduct  number  of  houses  in  process  of  construction  118 

4.  Additional  housing  requirements  to  meet  immediate  need  .  164 


5.  Long  term  requirements  (includes  occupied  properties  subject 
to  Clearance  and  Demolition  Orders  and  the  number  of 
properties  classed  in  Categories  4  and  5)  .  486 


6.  Combined  Total  of  “Inunediate”  and  “Long  Term”  require¬ 
ments  .  650 


(b)  Overcrowding 

The  following  table  summarises  the  position  as  respects  Overcrowd¬ 
ing  existing  in  the  district: 

SUMMARY  OF  OVERCROWDING  AND  ABATEMENT 


*5 

o 

P 

£  ^ 

Houses  where  No.  of  “persons” 
exceeded  the  Permitted 
Number  by: 

Totals 

“Borderline”  (P 
No.  =  No.  of 

\  person 

1 

1  person 

Ij  persons 

2  persons 

3  persons 

4  persons 

4y  persons 

Borderline 

Overcrowded 

Cases  on  Register  at  31.12.50 

O')  ^ 

13 

10 

9 

3 

1 

1 

1 

00 

38 

Ascertained  during  1951 

6 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

Cases  abated  during  1951  by 
removal  to  Council  Houses 

8  ^ 

6 

4 

4 

_ 

_ 

8 

14 

Cases  otherwise  abated  during 

1951 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Number  of  Cases  on  Register 

at  31.12.51 

19 

7 

9 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

19 

_ 

26 

15 


These  figures  give  some  indication  of  the  improvement  brought 
about  by  the  careful  work  performed  by  the  Tenancy  Committee.  Of 
equal  importance  was  the  larger  number  of  cases  of  “bedroom  deficiency” 
alleviated,  and  the  many  instances  of  family  friction  ended  by  separating 
young  couples  with  growing  families  from  older  people,  so  improving 
the  psychological  well  being  of  both  parties. 


(c)  Management  of  Council  Houses 

Duties  included  under  this  heading  involved  the  investigation  of 
applications  to  house  lodgers  and  action  regarding  unsatisfactory  tenants. 
In  4  cases  it  proved  necessary  to  serve  informal  notices  in  respect  of 
mis-management  or  lack  of  cleanliness  and  in  each  case  the  requirements 
were  compUed  with. 

It  was  encouraging  to  note  the  improvement  in  cleanliness  and 
management  in  many  families  following  their  removal  from  a  sub¬ 
standard  dwelling  to  one  possessing  modern  amenities.  There  appears 
to  be  a  distinct  advantage  in  the  system  whereby  rehoused  families  are 
“followed  up”  by  the  same  official  who  was  instrumental  in  improving 
their  housing  conditions.  Such  visits  also  enable  defects  requiring  atten¬ 
tion  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Surveyors  Department. 

In  accordance  with  advice  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  the  Council  continued  its  policy  of  rehousing  families  from 
Requisitioned  Properties  and  releasing  such  dwellings  to  owners. 

Number  of  properties  under  Requisition  at  31st  December,  1950:  32 

Number  of  properties  released  from  Requisitioning  during  1951:  4 

Number  of  properties  under  Requisition  at  31st  December,  1951:  28 

(d)  Action  under  Housing  Acts 

As  the  result  of  a  report  presented  to  the  Council  regarding  the 
rapid  deterioration  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  it  was  decided  to 
take  definite  action  in  respect  of  all  properties  becoming  vacant  follow¬ 
ing  rehousing  of  tenants  by  the  Council,  and  a  small  Sub-Committee 
was  appointed  to  deal  with  this  policy.  As  the  result  of  such  action 
38  properties  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  end  of  the  year.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  a  continuation  of  this  procedure  will  materially  help 
to  raise  the  general  standard  of  housing  and,  with  the  erection  of  new 
houses,  augment  the  provision  of  housing  accommodation  available  in 
the  area. 

Whilst  little  difficulty  is  experienced  with  property  owners  in  such 
cases  where  vacant  possession  is  granted  the  difficulty  of  taking  action 
regarding  occupied  cottages  falling  into  disrepair  continues.  It  is  to 
be  sincerely  hoped  that  the  time  will  not  long  be  delayed  when  parlia¬ 
mentary  action  will  be  taken  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  As.sociation  and  other  interested  bodies  to  revise  the  present 
system  of  rent  control  so  as  to  render  it  an  economic  proposition  not 
only  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  but  to  effect  necessary  sanitary  im¬ 
provements. 


16 


Nevertheless,  more  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
liousing  repairs  and  the  hgures  below  indicate  the  work  carried  out: 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of  necessary  repairs  49 
Number  of  such  notices  complied  with  by  31.12.51  .  39 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  9,  Housing 
Act.  1936  11 

Number  of  such  Notices  complied  with  by  owners  by  31.12.51  ...  6 

Number  of  such  cases  where  work  was  carried  out  by  Council  in 
default  .  1 

Number  of  informal  Undertakings  given  by  owners  to  carry  out 
approved  schedules  of  works  before  properties  re-occupied .  12 


During  the  period  under  review  3  properties  which  were  the  subject 
of  existing  Demolition  Orders  and  6  cottages  in  a  conlirmed  Clearance 
Area,  were  all  demolished  by  the  owners. 

In  one  case  the  Council  refused  to  renew  the  6  monthly  licence 
under  the  Defence  Regulations  and  the  tenant  was  rehoused  by  the 
Council. 

The  problem  of  dealing  with  properties  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Areas  which  have  been  reconditioned  and  improved  by  succeeding 
owner-occupiers,  although  such  work  could  not  be  certified  as  being 
“tantamount  to  demolition  and  rebuilding,”  is  one  which  undoubtedly 
merits  attention  and  it  is  perhaps  regrettable  that  such  properties  were 
not  brought  within  the  purview  of  Section  2  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

4  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1949,  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  but  in  3  cases  the  Council  were 
unable  to  recommend  assistance  as  all  the  conditions  could  not  be  com¬ 
plied  with. 

One  Improvement  Grant  of  £218  (50%  of  the  approved  expense) 
was  recommended  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  the  works  were  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

Applications  for  development  under  the  Town  and  Country  Plan- 
!ning  Acts  were  received  in  respect  of  1 1  movable  dwellings.  In  3  cases 
^permission  was  granted  and  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
IHealth  Act  were  issued.  5  structures  for  which  permission  were  refused 
'Were  subsequently  removed  by  the  owners  and  enforcement  proceedings 
'Were  pending  in  respect  of  the  remainder. 

One  licence  to  u.se  a  site  for  tents  and  trailer  caravans  was  issued 
tbur  conditions'were  imposed  so  as  to  limit  the  occupation  to  7  months 
only  each  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


(a)  Public  Supplies 

Regular  sampling  of  all  main  supplies  at  approximately  fortnightly 
intervals  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  samples  being  collected  from 
the  headworks  and  at  various  points  along  the  mains  in  each  area.  The 
results  obtained  are  indicated  below: 


Supply 

No.  of  samples 
submitted  for 
Bacteriological 
Examination 

Number 

found 

satisfact¬ 

ory 

Number 

found 

unsatis¬ 

factory’ 

Rochfords,  Birchanger 

62 

45 

17 

Stansted  Water  Co. 

99 

96 

3 

Southern  Area 

(Henham  Works) 

81 

79 

2 

Central  Area  (Newport  Works) 

25 

24 

1 

Western  Area  (Wenden  Works) 

106 

99 

7 

Eastern  Area 

(Hempstead  Works) 

71 

71 

— 

Hadstock  (Linton  Supply) 

32 

32 

Totals 

476 

446 

30 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  reported  upon  from  Rochfords  private 
supply  which  supplies  approximately  50  houses  at  their  nurseries  were 
proved  to  be  due  to  slight  contamination  of  intermediate  storage  tanks 
and,  following  action  by  the  firm  concerned,  repeat  samples  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 

Other  unsatisfactory  samples  indicated  in  the  table  were  only  slight¬ 
ly  below  standard  and  resampling  indicated  that  the  slight  pollution  was 
of  a  very  temporary  nature. 

Each  of  the  sources  of  supply  were  sampled  during  the  year  for 
chemical  analyses  and  the  laboratory  reports  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  extensions  of  water  mains  to  provide  main  supplies  to  out¬ 
lying  farms  and  cottages  in  the  parishes  of  Chrishall  and  Little  Sampford 
v/ere  completed. 

During  1951  the  Council  decided  to  raise  a  loan  for  £1,300  being 
the  estimated  cost  of  laying  water  services  into  all  prewar  Council 
houses  and  this  work  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Pr'vate  Supplies 

Investigations  and  sampling  indicated  that  4  private  supplies  from 
wells  or  springs  were  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  As  the 
result  of  preliminary  notices  10  of  the  properties  affected  were  provided 
by  the  owners  with  a  main  supply  and  work  in  connection  with  the 
remaining  12  properties  concerned  was  in  hand. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


The  practice  whereby  all  plans  subiiiilted  for  Byelaw  approval  are 
passed  to  the  Department  for  examination  continues  to  work  satisfact¬ 
orily.  Each  plan  is  investigated  on  the  site  of  the  proposed  works  and 
recommendations  passed  to  the  Plans  Committee;  during  the  year  130 
proposals  were  dealt  with. 

As  main  sewerage  is  provided  in  only  two  large  villages  the  majority 
of  domestic  systems  involved  the  construction  of  small  septic  tank  and 
filter  installations  with  effluent  pipes  discharging  into  the  subsoil. 

Difficulties  continued  to  arise  in  connection  with  the  drainage  of 
large  groups  of  Council  houses  and  the  expense  of  dealing  with  this  prob¬ 
lem  by  cesspool  emptying  contractors  makes  the  provision  of  small  dis¬ 
posal  works  a  matter  of  some  urgeney. 

As  reported  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Engineer,  disposal  works 
in  connection  with  housing  sites  at  Ashdon,  Berden  and  Clavering  were 
completed  and  instructions  were  given  to  prepare  similar  schemes  for 
housing  estates  at  Littlebury,  Debden,  Elsenham,  Langley  and  Widding- 
ton. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  asked  to  prepare  a  scheme 
to  sewer  the  proposed  housing  site  at  Birchanger  utilizing  the  existing 
disposal  works  originally  serving  the  nearby  airfield;  this  scheme  will  also 
serve  about  70  existing  properties  in  the  village. 

Whilst  samples  collected  from  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Stansted 
sewage  disposal  works  indicated  that  there  is  no  serious  pollution  it  be¬ 
came  obvious  with  the  growth  of  the  village  that  the  plant  is  inadequate 
to  deal  with  the  increased  flow  and  plans  were  put  in  hand  for  the  works 
to  be  improved. 

During  the  year  47  preliminary  notices  were  issued  in  respect  of 
defective  drainage  and,  of  these,  44  were  complied  with  and  the  remain¬ 
der  were  in  hand  by  the  end  of  the  period. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  one  contractor  working  to  a 
specification  which  ensures  satisfactory  methods  and  modern  covered 
motor  vehicles.  Collection  is  made  once  fortnightly  in  the  parishes  of 
Stansted,  Newport,  Great  Chesterford  and  Littlebury  and  monthly  in 
the  remaining  villages.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  economic  conditions 
permit  more  frequent  service  will  be  provided  to  a  greater  number  of 
parishes. 

To  avoid  unnecessary  long  journeys  tipping  is  carried  out  at  four 
disposal  pits  and  these  are  maintained  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion  by  means  of  mobile  labour. 

Night  Soil  collection  is  carried  out  once  weekly  in  the  parishes  of 
Great  Chesterford,  Littlebury  and  part  of  Newport  by  private  contract. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  and  other  materials  was  encouraged 
by  distribution  of  leaflets  and  posters  and  by  the  payment  of  an  incentive 
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bonus  to  the  refuse  collectors.  These  together  with  the  high  prices  paid 
by  the  waste  paper  mills  provided  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  income 
derived  from  sales  as  shown  in  the  comparative  table  below: — 


1950 

1951 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

T. 

C. 

0. 

Waste  paper 

70 

8 

— 

83 

13 

— 

Bones 

— 

— 

Rags 

— 

17 

— 

Bottles  and  Jars 

— 

— 

Metals 

3 

17 

— 

3 

8 

2 

Rubber 

— 

2 

Total  amount  realised 

£445 

19 

5 

£1,313 

16 

5 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies: — 

Inspections  of  all  milk  distributors  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  it  has  been  interesting  to  note  that  the  majority  of  milk 
retailers  purchase  milk  in  bottles  from  the  larger  dairymen  in  adjoining 
towns.  This  is  possibly  due  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  the  cost  of 
installing  washing  and  bottling  machinery  in  smaller  premises.  Thus, 
practically  all  the  milk  retailed  in  the  District  is  either  “Pasteurised”  or 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  and  delivered  in  bottles  sealed  at  the  central  dairies. 

Quarterly  sampling  was  carried  out  from  two  dealers  who  bottle  their 
supplies  and  all  samples  complied  with  the  standard  laid  down. 

Reports  were  received  from  other  authorities  to  the  effect  that  a  bulk 
milk  supply  from  four  farms  had  proved  positive  to  brucella  abortus  but 
repeat  samples  from  all  the  premises  concerned  were  negative. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  Essex  County  Council  for  bacteriological 
examination  for  tuberculosis,  but  results  obtained  are  not  circulated. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods: — 

Butchers  meat  supplies  are  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Abattoir  in  the  Borough  of  Saffron  Walden  and  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  general  improvement  in  the  conditions  under  which  meat  is 
transported. 

Meat  inspection  at  the  central  slaughterhouse  was  carried  out  for 
some  months  on  behalf  of  the  Borough  Council  but  owing  to  the  long 
hours  of  duty  and  conditions  at  the  slaughterhouse  the  work  proved 
extremely  onerous  especially  during  the  warmer  months. 

All  animals  slaughtered  under  Individual  Licences  are  dealt  with  in 
7  licensed  slaughterhouses.  Details  of  post-mortem  inspections  were  as 
follows: — 
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CARCASES  INSPECIED  AND  CONDE1V1NED 


Cattle 

c.xcludinii 

Cows  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (it  known)  —  — 

3 

4 

78 

Number  inspected  ...  —  — 

3 

4 

78 

All  diseases  e.xcept  tuberculosis: — 

\S  bole  carcases  condemned  —  — 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  —  — 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  —  — 

7.7 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  — - 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  —  — 

8 

I’crcentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  —  — 

10.26 

Other  foodstuffs  surrendered  as  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  eon- 


sumption  were  as  follows: — 

Canned  goods  of  all  descriptions  .  179  tins 

Fish  .  6^  stones 

Vinegar  .  47  pints 


(c )  Ice  Cream: — 

There  are  no  manufacturers  premises  in  the  area  but  39  vendors  of 
ice-cream  are  registered  under  the  Essex  County  Council  Act  1933.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  retailers  deal  in  pre-wrapped  ice-cream  only  and  conditions 
regarding  handling,  storage  temperatures,  etc.,  have  been  found  to  be 
generally  satisfactory. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  gave  the  following  results: — 

Ministry  of  Health  Provisional  Grade  No.  of  Ice-Cream  Samples 
I  10 

II  8 

III  — 

IV  5 

(d)  Food  Premises  and  Catering  Establishments: — 

Following  adoption  by  the  Council  of  the  new  Model  Byelaws  for 
securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping,  and  delivery  of  food,  a  copy  of  these  was 
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forwarded  to  over  200  premises  where  food  for  human  consumption  is 
handled  and  a  Memorandum  was  also  enclosed  indicating  the  manner  in 
which  the  Byelaws  can  be  put  into  practice.  It  was  encouraging  to  note 
the  number  of  requests  received  for  additional  copies  required  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  food  handlers’  staffs.  Even  the  rather  limited  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions  carried  out  indicated,  however,  the  need  for  educating  food  handlers 
in  the  hygienic  habits  to  be  observed  in  this  connection.  Advantage  was 
taken  during  inspections  of  giving  advice  on  clean  food  handling  and  a 
more  widespread  campaign  is  contemplated  as  soon  as  staff  can  be 
augmented. 

At  four  premises  additional  equipment  and  fittings  for  hand  washing 
were  provided  following  informal  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Druas 
Act  1938. 

As  a  result  of  preliminary  action  taken  regarding  4  licensed  premises, 
new  sanitary  conveniences  and  proper  drainage  were  installed  together 
with  hot  and  cold  water  supplies  and  proper  equipment  for  cleaning 
utensils. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 


RAT  DESTRUCTION 

The  Council  continued  to  utilise  the  services  of  a  part-time  contrac¬ 
tor/operator  to  carry  out  treatment  of  premises  found  or  reported  to  be 
infested  with  rates  or  mice.  Generally  speaking,  occupiers  are  anxious  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  service  offered  although  it  was  necessary  to  serve 
8  informal  notices  regarding  infestation  of  premises,  all  of  which  were 
promptly  complied  with. 

A  standard  charge  of  J.j.  6d.  was  made  for  treatment  of  private 
dwellings  but  the  full  cost  of  the  work  was  recovered  in  respect  of  busi¬ 
ness  premises. 

No  formal  notices  were  served  under  Section  4  regarding  treatment 
or  structural  works. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  at  Newport  indicated  that  these  are  free  of 
infestation  but  treatment  of  the  older  system  at  Stansted  was  carried  out 
twice  during  the  year. 
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The  table  below  indieates  the  prevalenee  of  rodents  and  measures  of 
control  carried  out  by  the  Council: — 

PREVALENCE  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 


Type  of  Property 


Local  Authority 

Dwelling  Houses 

CS 

U 

3 

w 

U 

u 

01) 

< 

All  other  (including 

Business  and  Industrial) 

Total 

1 .  Total  number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’s  District 

15 

5050 

330 

1  326 

5821 

2.  Number  of  properties  in- 

spected  by  the  Local  Auth- 

ority  during  1951 

7 

130 

9 

!  21 

167 

.3.  Number  of  properties 

Major 

(under  2)  found  to  be 

4 

9 

1 

1  2 

16 

infested  by  rats 

Minor 

3 

68 

5 

1 

86 

4.  Number  of  properties  (under  . 

2)  found  to  be  seriously 

• 

infested  by  mice 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

1 

5.  Number  of  infested  proper- 

ties  (under  3  and  4)  treated 

by  the  Local  Authority 

7 

77 

1 

97 

GENERAL 

Duties  carried  out  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  involved 
the  investigation  of  21  notified  cases  and  subsequent  disinfection,  sub¬ 
mission  of  specimens,  etc. 

Treatment  of  3  dwellings  with  DDT  preparations  was  carried  out  to 
eradicate  infestations  of  vermin  (fleas,  bedbugs,  etc.)  and  a  private  stretch 
of  water  was  treated  to  deal  with  the  breeding  of  mosquito  larvae. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  10  Public  Health  Nuisances 
and  all  these  were  consequently  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Department  supplied  reports  in  connection  with  242  Requisi¬ 
tions  for  Searches  under  the  Land  Charges  Act  but  this  work  was  simpli¬ 
fied  by  rcfcrcnx'e  to  the  separate  files  which  exist  in  respect  of  each  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  District. 
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